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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

1. )S' The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1 .97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 
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Payment of Fee 

(Only complete if Applicant elects to pay the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p)) 

□ A check in the amount of is attached. 

□ The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 50-1759 
as described below. 

□ Charge the amount of 

3 Credit any overpayment. 

12 Charge any additional fee required. 

Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile* Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail 



I certify that this document and authorization to charge deposit 
account is being facsimile transmitted to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (F; 



(Date) 



Signature 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 




I certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
onllFEB2004 with the U.S. Postal Service 

as first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 and is 
addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
_ 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313,1450. 




'Signature of Person Mailing Correspondence 



Karen E. Pesta 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant hereby submits three references deemed relevant in the prosecution of a 
patent application to which the above-captioned patent application claims priority. Of the 
three references, only one is a United States patent, namely United States patent 6,217,089. 

A second reference, German patent 100 44 409 Al discloses a motor vehicle bumper 
section formed as a divided box section from a sheet of steel, wherein the section begins with 
a flange 5 and a divider 8 extending down and across the bottom and up to form a front face 
for welded 7 to the flange 5 after which the top and upper rear ending 3 at the center rear. 
The section is formed in a continual process and cut to length. 
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The third reference, EPO 887 ^35 A 1 'discloses a hollow body section for such things 
as motor vehicle doors and bumper reinforcement. This reference discloses the hollow body 
section that is made from folded sheet metal. The internal space is divided into two or more 
spaces 2a, 2b by an internal bulkhead 3 across the middle of the profile. One end of the 
bulkhead 3 is secured in the weld seam 4 of the profile while the other end is spot welded to 
the interior of the profile. The internal bulkhead is part of the same sheet metal and is 
produced by folding over the sheet in the weld scene. The free end of the bulkhead 3 is 
flanged and is secured to the inside of the profile by welding and/or riveting. 
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